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the greater part of the quartile formed by Alpha, 13eta, Iota, and Delta of that constellation."
To complete this careful, detailed description of "the Milky Way, it will be well to add a few passages from the same work as to its telescopic appearance and structure.
" When examined with powerful telescopes, the   constitution
of this wonderful zone is found to be no less varied than its
»
aspect to the naked eye is irregular. In some regions the stars of which it is composed are scattered with remarkable xinif orrnity over immense tracts, while in others the irregularity of their distribution is quite as striking, exhibiting a rapid succession of closely clustering rich patches separated by comparevluvely poor intervals,and indeed,in some instances, absolutely dai-lc and completely void of any star, even of the smallest telescopic magnitude. In some places not more than 40 or 50 stars on fxn average occur in a ' gauge-field of 15,' while in others a simllm* average gives a result of 400 or 500. Nor is less variety ol>servablc in the character of its different regions, in respect of t-lic magnitudes of the stars they exhibit, and the proportional numbers of the larger and smaller magnitudes associated together, than in respect of their aggregate numbers. In some, for instance', extremely minute stars occur in numbers so moderate as to lead us irresistibly to the conclusion that in those regions wo see •fairly through the starry stratum, since it is impossible otherwise that the numbers of the smaller magnitudes should not ggo on continually increasing ad infinitum. In such cases, moreover, the ground of the heavens is for the most part perfectly dUu'k, which again would not be the case if innumerable multitudes of stars,mposing the Galaxy,t edgewise through an immense depth of stars; while                                 \
